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Resolutions of the Future Melbourne Committee meeting held on Tuesday 3 February 2026
Agenda item 6.1

Planning Permit Application - TP-2023-161/A - 376-388 Flinders Street, Melbourne 

Resolved:

1. That the Future Melbourne Committee resolves to:
1.1. Issue an Amended Planning Permit subject to the conditions set out in the delegate report (refer to Attachment 2 – Delegate Report of the report from management).

Agenda item 6.2

Racecourse Road Strategic Improvements Plan Implementation Update 

Resolved:

1. That the Future Melbourne Committee resolves to:
1.1. Note this update on the implementation of the Racecourse Road Strategic Improvements Plan (RRSIP).

Agenda item 6.3

Ministerial appointment of the Macaulay Advisory Committee
Resolved:

1. That the Future Melbourne Committee resolves to:

1.1. Note the Minister for Planning’s appointment of the Macaulay Advisory Committee, being an alternative pathway to implementing the Macaulay Structure Plan 2021 into the Melbourne Planning Scheme.

1.2. Pause further progress on Melbourne Planning Scheme Amendment C417; Macaulay Urban Renewal Area until the Minister for Planning makes a final determination, following consideration of the Macaulay Advisory Committee’s recommendations. Therefore, not proceeding with the action 1.3 outlined in item 6.3 of Future Melbourne Committee report (2 December 2025), which requested the Minister for Planning to appoint an independent Planning Panel for Amendment C417 and refer all submissions to the Panel.

1.3. Note that the outcomes sought by the Macaulay Structure Plan 2021 and the version of Amendment C417 endorsed by the Future Melbourne Committee on 2 December 2025 will form the basis of Councils position for the Macaulay Advisory Committee hearing.

1.4. Note that that Council may submit that further changes (in addition to those endorsed by the Future Melbourne Committee on 2 December 2025) should be made to the draft Amendment through the Advisory Committee process in response to:

1.4.1. Submissions and expert evidence;

1.4.2. The proposed Built Form Overlay and Precincts Zone (and any other changes to the amendment proposed by the Minister or the Department); and

1.4.3. The Terms of Reference on parks and open space, which require that consideration be given to whether any mechanism or additional provisions are required to enable acquisition of public or private land for open space purposes.

1.5. Note that Council’s participation in the Advisory Committee process is without prejudice to its position on matters that have been excluded from the Terms of Reference, such as whether the Built Form Overlay and Precincts Zone are appropriate and whether the planning provisions to deliver affordable housing should be mandatory.

1.6. Request that management report back to the Future Melbourne Committee upon receipt of the Advisory Committee’s report, or if there is a change in circumstance that warrants progression of Amendment C417.

1.7. Request that management writes to the Department of Transport and Planning requesting that updated planning provisions prepared for the Macaulay Advisory Committee are published on the Department’s website with links from Council’s website.

1.8. Request that management writes to Planning Panels Victoria supporting the opportunity for additional interested parties to request to be heard by the Macaulay Advisory Committee.

1.9. Request that management publish information advising the community that any interested party should contact Planning Panels Victoria as soon as possible to confirm whether participation in the Macaulay Advisory Committee can be accommodated, noting the Directions hearing is 16 February 2026 and public hearing will be held between 7 April – 24 April 2026.
Agenda item 6.4
Parks and Gardens Advisory Committee Terms of Reference
Resolved:

1. That the Future Melbourne Committee resolves to: 

1.1. Endorse the updated Parks and Gardens Advisory Committee Terms of Reference (refer to Attachment 1 of the report from management) and direct that it be annexed to the minutes. 

1.2. Note these changes will come into effect on 4 February 2026

1.3. Direct that the Advisory Committee Code of Conduct be annexed to the minutes.

1.4. Authorise the General Manager Strategy, Planning and Climate Change to make any editorial changes to the Terms of Reference prior to publication on Council’s website. 
Agenda item 7.1
Notice of Motion, Lord Mayor Nicholas Reece: responsible utilisation of AI Infrastructure, including data centres
Resolved:

1. That the Future Melbourne Committee resolves to:

1.1. Note the continued growth of data centre and digital infrastructure as a critical enabler of Melbourne’s future innovation economy, research capability, sovereign data needs, renewable energy adoption and employment growth, while seeking to ensure this growth is environmentally sustainable, energy efficient, and aligned with community expectations. 

1.2. Note the current and growing impact artificial intelligence (AI) infrastructure has on Melbourne’s sustainability ambitions, electricity demand, greenhouse gas emissions, water security, community amenity and public realm, the growing digital economy, cloud computing, and AI capabilities in a globally competitive market. 

1.3. Note the recent approval of a data centre at 127 Todd Road, Melbourne by the Minister for Planning under the Development Facilitation Pathway, highlighting that such decisions are currently being made in the absence of comprehensive sustainability and planning policy guidance for data centres. 

1.4. Note that the City of Melbourne has strong governance for secure and ethical data storage through its Data Governance Policy and Framework, aligned with the Victorian Protective Data Security Standards (VPDSS); requires cloud and data storage partners operate under robust global standards for security, privacy, resilience and responsible data management; and that providers maintain strong sustainability commitments, including investment in renewable energy, efficient data centre design and pathways to carbon neutral operations, supporting the City’s broader environmental objectives.  

1.5. Request management: 

1.5.1. Explore development of planning guidance that promotes best practice in sustainability, including: minimum energy efficiency, renewable energy, recycled water and water efficiency requirements, aligned industry best practice standards as they are developed and best practice in site planning, design and operation of data centres and other AI infrastructure. 

1.5.2. Explore collaboration or partnerships with the private sector, industry bodies, utilities and other stakeholders to: 

1.5.2.1. Better understand current and emerging sustainable data centre technologies and practices such as time shifting workloads, non water-based cooling technologies, renewable energy and recycled water use, and heat re-use systems for community infrastructure. 

1.5.2.2. Encourage best practice and maximise beneficial outcomes for Melbourne’s future economy, community and sustainability objectives. 

1.5.2.3. Continue work with C40 Cities by contributing to a collective vision across global cities regarding the challenges and opportunities of urban data centres. 

1.5.3. Report back to Councillors by February 2027 on: 

1.5.3.1. Strengthening Melbourne’s position as a global leader in sustainable digital infrastructure, including opportunities to support innovation, research collaboration, and economic growth. 

1.5.3.2. Sustainable and productive locations for data centres that consider transport, energy, water usage, including recycled water, most productive use of land and economic and jobs contribution. 

1.5.4. Advocate to State and Federal Government to establish clear regulatory frameworks and transparent monitoring requirements for data centres, including maximising community benefits and standards for energy efficiency, greenhouse gas emission reduction, water use, and land-use planning.

Agenda item 7.2
Notice of Motion, Lord Mayor Nicholas Reece: Safeguarding Melbourne’s civic statues, monuments, fountains, and memorials 

Resolved:

1. That the Future Melbourne Committee:

1.1. Notes repeated acts of vandalism to statues, monuments, fountains, and memorials located on Council-managed land.

1.2. Determine that statues and memorials form part of Melbourne’s civic, cultural and historical fabric and should be repaired and reinstated as quickly as possible when vandalised, rather than left in a degraded state for a prolonged period. Request management to explore innovative techniques, technology and processes that preserve the original dimensions of statutes and new repair methods such as digital mapping and using financially sustainable materials. 

1.3. Requests management to take a proactive approach by increasing on-site security and CCTV coverage during periods of heightened risks to public property, including exploring new barrier enclosures. 

1.4. Requests management to monitor police investigations involving damage to all forms of statues and memorials and, where appropriate, pursue recovery of repair or reinstatement costs from responsible parties.

1.5. Resolves that Council’s Monuments and Memorials Review be finalised and presented to Council by April 2026, including:

1.5.1. Clear guidance on mechanisms that discourage repeat vandalism of statues and memorials, including policy, operational, and enforcement options.

1.5.2. Request management to bring back to Council the total cost the vandalism has caused up to date, the total cost of repair needed to fix all vandalised statues and monuments, and how the funding will be sourced.

1.6. Requests an update from management by April 2026 on the actions needed and timelines for delivery or repair relating to the following statues: (1) Vida Goldstein; (2) Burke and Wills; and (3) King George V memorial.

1.7. Requests CEO urgently write to Heritage Victoria to fast track the permit required to fix the King George statue as a priority.
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